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2023 THIRD QUARTER FOOD SAFETY INTERVENTION

ACTIVITY TYPE -  MOP UP OF MEDICAL/HEALTH SCREENINGOF FOOD HANDLERS AND MONITORING ACTIVITY

In line with Section 133 of Public Health Act 851 of 2012 “ An employer or occupier shall not allow a person who works in direct contact with food in food processing and handling operations and who

a) Suffers from a septic sore, diarrhoea, chronic cough, hepatitis or septic sore throat.

b) Suffers from or is a carrier of typhoid or paratyphoid, a salmonella infection, dysentery or staphylococcal infection liable to cause food borne diseases, or

c) Any other infectious or contagious disease to handle food and shall require the person to take the necessary measures including seeking medical attention and reporting the matter to the employer or occupier” 

Pursuant to the above, the Environmental Health and Sanitation Unit embarked on medical/health screening and monitoring.

MOP UP OF MEDICAL/HEALTH SCREENING FOOD HANDLERS

The Environmental Health and Sanitation Unit in collaboration with Ghana Health Service organized; 

1. Mop up Medical/Health Screening

2. Treatment of unfit vendors 

3. Certification of food Handlers in the Municipality.

MOP UP OF MEDICAL/HEALTH SCREENING

Seventy-Five (75) food handlers were registered and screened Fifty-Two (52) during the period. 

Out of the number screened, nine (9) were males and forty-three (43) were females

Forty-eight (48) food handlers were declared fit by a medical officer and issued them with medical health certificates by Municipal Environmental Health Analyst whiles four (4) food handlers were declared unfit by a medical officer.

TREATMENT OF UNFIT FOOD HANDLERS/VENDORS SCREENED

Four (4) food handlers declared unfit were put on treatment and the unit monitored their treatment till declared fit by medical Officer.  
CERTIFICATION

The unit later issued certificates to the four (4) vendors/handlers bringing the total number to fifty-two (52).

MONITORING STRATEGIES

Monitoring activity was carried out in certain communities in the Municipality.

The exercise was to ensure that;

1. Food vendors were medically and health screened.

2. Vendors certified medically fit before offers food for sale to the public.

3. Vendors offer for sale of food under good sanitary conditions.

Below were the strategies adopted

1. ONE ON ONE ENGAGEMENT

On our routine inspections engaged food vendors/handlers on the importance to avail themselves to be medically screened.

2. WARNINGS OF VENDORS/HANDLERS

Warnings were sent out to vendors/handlers to avail themselves for the medical/health screening through other food handlers/vendors. 

3. LAW ENFORCEMENT (SEIZURE OF FOOD ITEMS)

Food vendors/handlers who did not comply with orders and were preparing/offering food for sale under insanitary condition had their food items seized, compelled to be screened and improve the conditions under which they offer food for sale.

MONITORING OUTCOME

1. ONE ON ONE ENGAGEMENT

The Environmental Health Officers were able to have one on one talk with one hundred and seven (107) food handlers.

2. WARNINGS OF VENDORS/HANDLERS

Total number of vendors warned to avail themselves for health/medical screening were uncountable.

3. LAW ENFORCEMENT (SEIZURE OF FOOD ITEMS)
Number of food vendors punished were thirteen (13)
CHALLENGES

1. Frequent breakdown of the unit vehicle for publicity. 

2. Poor road network to certain communities. 
3. Inadequate means of transport to monitor food handlers/vendors.

ACHIEVEMENT

Withstanding the above challenges, the Unit was able to register seventy-five food vendors and screened fifty-two (52) food vendors/handlers during the period. 
RECOMMENDATIONS

 Recommendation is hereby given that:

1.  Wealthy mobile van be acquired for any future programme.

2. Deplorable roads for hard to reach communities be improved.
3.  Motor bikes be provided to the unit to enhance performance. 

HEALTH APPRAISAL

If the above recommendations are adhered to, the health of the people in the Municipality would improve.

Monitoring of food handlers
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During medical/health screening
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